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Experience of scrutiny

“I don’t want my first contact with [the relevant 
committee chair] to be in a crisis.”

“The aim is no headlines. Organisationally, you send the 
person in there to be as boring and bland as possible.”

“… members jump from one question to the next and 
you don’t get pushed very thoroughly on your position.” 

“Candidly, by the time you get to parliament it is unusual 
to find a committee anticipating something you haven’t 
already anticipated.”
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Recommendations

• The government should compile – and maintain – a public list of 
statutory regulators.

• The Commons Liaison Committee should reintroduce a specific core task 
for departmental select committees to examine the work of regulators.

• The relevant Commons select committee should hold a general scrutiny 
session with each regulator at least once per parliament. If it does not, 
the committee should explain why.

• A joint Commons/Lords Regulatory Oversight Support Unit (ROSU) 
should be established in parliament to provide expert resource for both 
Commons and Lords committees. 

• The NAO should do more to oversee regulators, working with   
parliamentarians to determine how it can best meet their     
expectations.
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Discussion

https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/publication
/parliament-and-regulators

For further information:

https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/publication/parliament-and-regulators
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/publication/parliament-and-regulators

	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Focusing on parliament’s unique role
	Slide 3: Frequency of scrutiny
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Frequency of scrutiny
	Slide 6: Type of scrutiny 
	Slide 7: Type of scrutiny 
	Slide 8: Experience of scrutiny
	Slide 9: Recommendations
	Slide 10: Discussion

